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BACK TO NORMAL
Master Sgt. Jerry Knight returmed fram a towr in Kirkush, rsg, in Novernber 2004, He and his wile, Catby, vigited Trisnds and family in
s Bleridian area owver the balidays — and did a lithe shepping at local stores lor elothes that weren't the color af sand.
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TRAINING EXERCISE

Master Sgt. Jerry Knight's Tiret job during his tire in Kirkuosh,
Irag, was fraining rmembers of the Mew Iragi Army, “After thal, wea
toak an the mission of raining Iragh police aflicers in building
entry and room-clearing techniques,™ Jermy said, “It was vary
rewarding work, These officers were already performing thess
cuties in the field without any training at all, so we started at
sguare ane and buill them up 1o be ellicient teams,”

JERRY'S THOUGHTS

Master Sgt. Jerry Knight has baan hams from Irag for
almost four months now, Incivilian life, he is a special agent
for the Departmant of Homaland Secwurity — and ha msume:d
monthly drills with the LS. Army Besards in January, Hare are
his thoughis about the time b spent in Irag

Crveral, my four in frag was good, | was foriunale to have
been abie fo be par of a team that played such a large part i
the daveloprmendt of the New rag Army eadershio,

The tearm | had was axcailent and the gl soldiars were
dedicated 1o [he task of becoming key eaders.

! missed my wife and rids ewery single day | was [here, |
can'f rermemiber ona day thal wenl by whan | oidn 'l fhink of
Them and wonder if | would see tham again.

My wifle, Cathy, was a frue froaper while | was gone, She
took on all my chorms and than sorme. She ket e house
rianning smoothiy and maoe cartain thal | knew she was af
home Thinking about me,

! recaived a care package from her nearly everny wean | was
in couning. She spevil awary axilra penny she sarned 1o make
cartain | had evarvifiing | needed, If there is a medal for froop
support and homelown palnclism, she's garmed il and thean
SOMa.,

! was in a miafivaly safe place bul, then agam, ne glace iF
safe in lrag, | will iy miss my franskdtor Zaed, and the
spichers, salors, aimman and Mavines | served with in Kirkwsh,

! howestly hope thal every saldier who goes (o sarve in lrag
Wil come home o their families safe, bt [ realize that in war
and thae fight for libarly, theve is greal sacrifice — and some of
o compaincts will be cated on (o pay the uilimale grice,

! pray for those brave palnicls and their famides daily

= Jerry Knight
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THE ZAED-INATOR

Master Sgt. Jerry Knight's interpreter in Irag was a yours man

mamizd Zaad, Yl calked him 'the Zaed-inator,” as e would naver
fail to coma to work and would remain as long as you nesdad
him,” Jarry said, “He was young, tough and dedicated fo his job
and his peopla. | will cartainky miss working with him, We still
a-mail back and forth, but it's just ot the same,”

Staying sane,
staying strong,
staying home

Cathy Barnelfe Knaght is o 1983 graduale of Wesd Lowderdale High
Schonl, She fs marvied to Master Sgl, Terry Enight of the IS, Army
Reserve, who deploved to Trag in famseoary 2004,

Wirile Catly werifed ol home in Cwiaha, Neb,, ste kefd a
serapbook of ferry'’s experiences, She satd the project kept ker hands
busy and made her feel cloger fo ker esband,

Serry reiwrned howe Now 7, 2004 This @5 tee story ke aud Cathy
srode bogether for “Profile 2008; A Letter from Howme, " I begins right
afer Cathy dropped Terry aff of Ford Lewis oo Seatile, Wask., s ke
weited fo bonrd o pliase fowed for frag,

“Tharts for the opportenily bo tell ewr paon pivce of the story, ™ Calhky
soed, “Ne mny of our fawely o fricnds bock homie in
Mississipid frvwed for ws, awd swpporied ws both dwring his
deploymend, I meand so much fo e during o very diffioelf fime,”

By Cathy Knight
special 1o The Slar

Cmce | returned home from FL Lewis, [was kept up to date an troap
mwement of Jerrys unit by a designated contact person at the base.

[t's hard to explain or understand the feeling of knowing he was sl
the hamgar waiting for his fight, and then that sinking feeling that over-
whelmed me when [ et the call that they were finally airborne,

[t somielow rmade it all real. [ didn’t konow hosy lomg it waonld be until
[ heard from him and knew he had arvved safely in [rag.

[Draws turned into weeks and, once they got settled n, he was able
b comtact me more reguently, 1 wonld actually refuse to leave the
howse for fear 1 would miss acall,

Soon he started to send photos via email, and they were wonder ful
rifta, It pave me an oppoctunity to ged a glimpse into his day-to-day life
there, it was always good to open an e-moail and see his face; it helped
b konoow Tie weas CIKL

Staying busy

A friend suggested | make a scrapbeck of his photos, as & new
hobby to help keep me busy, as well as a mermente of his tour foe him
b hawe when he returned.

S0l took a couple of classes and started his sceapbook. [ actually
was a Kind of therapy for me to work on this project. On nights when
slecp escaped me and my thoughts were with lerry, [would stay up
and work on it 16 was comfborting to me and made me feel closer to
him.

Time passed slowly. Onee the shock wears off, vou eventually
have to get yoursell into a routine. There is always something that
meeda to be done amed all the responsibility of running a household Ealls
tar oL

The busier you stay, the easier the time passes. Between two
major snowstorms, kearning o operate the snow blower, getting to the
paest office to stand in line to get care packapes out every Saturday,
learning o o minor repairs on household appliances and Gguring oul
thi in-ground sprinkler syatem, once the spring finally came, Keeping
busy was never a problem!

The problem was sometimes Being so overwhelmed and losing
hope that Teoald do it all,

Al the same time, it was imnportant to assure Jerey that, "Everything
here is fAne, e god i all ancder control,” because the last thing he
needed to worry about was the laandry roesm fleoding.

Light at the end of the tunnel

But we are truly a team, and we persevered together, we were there
for each other on the worst days, even though we were thousands of
miles away from one another.

After an extremely disappointing couple of times when he was
expected home but was extended, the call finally came that he was
carming horme.

As every wife in this position knows, words cannod exgplain the feel-
ing= and emotions that call brings. Kelief, knowing that soon you
wi'L hawve to worry night and day about his safety, and if he is getting
enough to eat, and enough res

Finally, there is a light at the end of the tunnel.

Jerry arrived back in Omaha, Neb., on Mow 7, 2004, and | hawve
never been happier to see anyone in my whole life, Just to hold him
was surrenl, | coulkdn't beliewe he was really here.

We have truly been blessed. All the prayers were answered and he
mide it back safe and sound, bat not 8 day goes by that we both don't
think about the soldiers whoe de not return.

Wi all owe & huge debt of gratitude 1o them for their sacrifices, as
wiell as the sacrifices of the families they leme behind.

Sigm me ane wery proud Army soldier's wife. HooHal
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SOLDIER'S SCRAFBOOK
Cathy Knight looks through a scrapbock she made of har
husband's lragi tour. “On nights when sleep escaped me and my
thoughts wara with Jarry, | would stay up and waork on it,” she
saidl. "It was comforting to me and made me fesl closse to him."



